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G6RAPHING FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

Information is all around us. We see it; hear it; read it. In this modern age we live in,
information multiplies, not just annually, but month - weekly - daily - and sometimes even hourly.

Organizing and using all of this information has become a challenge for adults and even
more so for students. One method of organization that is seen with increasing frequency is
graphs of all kinds: bar graphs, line graphs, t-shaped graphs, circle graphs, and even picture
graphs. Reading and understanding information depicted graphically are important skills that
should be taught beginning in the early elementary years of school.

To most young students, graphs are new and interesting. They are not only a means of
organizing and remembering information, but also are something students enjoy taking home and
explaining to parents, grandparents, brothers, and sisters.
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GRAPHING VOCABULARY

As you work with students to develop class graphs, they should become familiar with the
following words or terms.

graph more less

most least equal to
more than less than how much
how many title legend
axis kinds of
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