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Children love ice cream and even the
youngest student can help create tasty
treats with these easy recipes.

*Thanks to Minnesota AITC and A.W.
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Most children enjoy eating ice cream. The following graphing ideas get students
thinking about math concepts in a way that is designed to appeal to even the most finicky
of palates.
Objective:

Students will create bar graphs.
Students will be able to read and interpret a graph.

Our Favorite Ways to Eat Ice Cream (cone, sundae, milkshake, etc.)
Our Favorite Flavors of Ice Cream
Flavors of Ice Cream Preferred by Teachers at Our School
Third Graders' Favorite Milk
(survey students in the lunch line -chocolate, strawberry, white)
Do You Prefer Regular or Soft-Serve Ice Cream?
How Many Glasses of Milk Do You Drink Each Day?
What is Your Favorite Dairy Product?
After completing the graph with your students, ask them questions based on the
information it contains. Questions might include but are not limited to the following:
NOTE: Fill in the blanks with topics from the completed graph
1. How many students chose __________?
2. How many more students’ chose____________than_______?
3. Which was the favorite choice?
4. Which was the least favorite choice?

The Writing Connection: The Perfect Sundae
1. Work with the class to develop a web of ideas (flavors, textures, smells, tastes,
toppings). Record them on the overhead or a large sheet of paper.
2. Direct students to write a rough draft by telling them that they have 15-20 minutes to get
their ideas down on paper. Spelling and punctuation will be corrected later.
3. Tell students to look over their completed drafts for spelling, capitalization, and
punctuation errors.
4. Pair students for peer-editing. As they read their paragraph to a partner, ask the
partner to listen carefully so he/she can provide helpful suggestions.
5. Rewrite, making all necessary corrections and revisions. Illustrate and share.
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Objective: Students will develop critical thinking skills and practice basic math calculations.
The average dairy cow produces 90 glasses of milk
each day. To do this, the cow must drink 25.50 gallons
of water and eat about 30 pounds of hay daily.
1.Mrs. Knight has 35 cows in the pasture and 28 cows in the barn. How many
cows does she have all together?
2. Mr. Fields has 56 cows, 45 calves, and 5 bulls. How many does he have all
together?
3. Mr. Smith has 136 cows and Mr. Johnson has 79 cows. How many more cows
does Mr. Smith have than Mr. Johnson?
4. Mr. Jones has eight cows. If each one eats 30 pounds of hay a day, how many
pounds of hay do they eat all together in a day? In a week?
5. Mrs. Flowers has five cows. Each one produces 90 glasses of milk a day. How
much do they produce all together in one day? In a week?
6. A cow drinks 30 gallons of water each day. How many quarts does one cow
drink? How many pints?
7. Mr. Flowers is putting a new electric fence around his pasture. The pasture is
310 feet long and 235 feet wide. How many feet of fencing will he need to buy? If
electric fence wire comes in 200 ft. rolls, how many rolls does he need to buy?
How much will he have left over?
Answers: 1) 63 cows; 2) 106 all together; 3) 57 more; 4) 240 pounds, 1,680 pounds; 5)
450 glasses, 3,150 glasses; 6) 120 qts., 240 pts.; 7) 1,090 feet of fencing, 6
rolls, 110 feet left over.
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Use the menu shown above to solve the following problems. Do not include sales tax.

1. Will orders a 14" cheese pizza with sausage and mushrooms. How much is his bill? If
he pays for his order with a twenty-dollar bill, how much change will he receive?

2. Jake and Sam order a 16" jumbo cheese pizza with extra cheese, green
peppers and mushrooms. How much is their bill?
3. Sarah and Susan have $12. Can they order a 14" cheese pizza with pepperoni,
extra cheese, and mushrooms? Why or why not?
4. Kelly orders a 10" pizza with pepperoni, extra cheese, and olives. Her friend, Taylor,
orders a 14" pizza with extra cheese. Whose bill will be more? How much more
will it be?
ANSWERS: 1) $10.85, $9.15 change; 2) $13.35; 3) Yes, the total bill will be
$11.85; 4) Kelly's bill will be $ .70 more.
Write About It!
Use the menu from Mrs. Bee's to create your own math problems. Use
them to challenge your friends.
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